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This is a list of the many resources which can support learning indoors. It is a list of possible suggestions that will enhance the experiences you provide for your children and is by no means a complete list. These lists include lots of open-ended resources which can be used for a variety of experiences and some resources are repeated in several areas.
Definitions-
Continuous Provision –‘Carefully chosen and organised quality resources placed in areas which are always available for children to access independently across every area of learning.’
Enhanced Provision –‘Resources that are placed within the indoor and outdoor learning environment which match the current theme or the interests of children.’
	Play Experience


	Possible Resources
	

	
	Discovery and Investigation

	

	Water Play
	· Water tray, baby bath, washing up bowls, Tuff Spot (Builder’s tray) or other water-tight containers 
· Waterproof aprons
· Spray bottles and water bottles with a variety of nozzles

· Transparent bottles in a variety of shapes and sizes

· Funnels, water wheels, pumps, water wheels and siphons

· Plastic and foil trays
· Bubble wrap
· Brushes, sponges and cloths

· Bubbles, bubble wands, food colourings, soap flakes, washing up liquid, whisks
· Pebbles, stones, shells, feathers, leaves, flowers, fruit & vegetables
· Ping pong balls and little boats
· Small world animals and people
· Cups and teapot for domestic play
· Fish and other sea creatures, shells, seaweed, fishing nets or poles, bowls, paddling pool
· Real pond water, pond plants, soil and sand
· Food colouring
· Ice cubes, frozen water in plastic gloves, bags, and other containers, polystyrene for icebergs, arctic animals
· Warm water to dissolve materials such as salt, sugar, sand and jelly
· Materials to enhance water experiences such as food colouring, mud, flour, glue, jelly crystals, soap, sand, sugar, cellulose paste, salt, pasta, clay, florists gel crystals, tissue paper, crepe paper, glitter, sequins, and jewels
· Straws, sieves, tea strainers, holey spoons, tongs 
· Bath rack to hold things within the tray, spoons, scoops, jugs, cups, whisks, funnels
· Mop and bucket

	

	Malleable Play
	· Aprons or old shirts
· Dough, salt dough of variety of colours (use food colouring or paint to colour dough). Single coloured (including black) or multi-coloured dough
· Added dough textures – sawdust, sand, rice, grit, glitter, sequins, slimy, stringy
· Added smells – food essences, spices, natural materials
· Cutters, modelling tools and knives, moulds,
· Rolling pins, textured rollers

· Bun trays, cake tins, silicon or paper cases

· Bowls of different sizes and shapes
· Syringes, icing bags, tubes and nozzles
· Flour dredgers

· Lolly sticks, cake candles, buttons, beads

· Clay of different colours and consistency

· Pattern and mark-making – combs, shells, seeds, straws, spatulas 

· Messy Play such as gloop (cornflour and water); add colours and flavours, add water 

· Baking- pastry, gingerbread dough, peppermint crèmes, cookie dough, cheese straws 

· Books related to baking, story books and recipe books


	

	Sand Play
	· Sand tray with dry, damp or wet sand

· Access to water

· Buckets, spades, plastic cups, moulds
· Plastic bottles and containers, tubing and piping

· Spoons of varying sizes, trowels, spatulas, rakes, sieves, colanders, funnels, brushes, ice cream scoops
· Shells, pebbles, stones, gems, gravel, twigs, lollipop sticks, bark, leaves, driftwood, sand paper
· Small cardboard boxes, plastic tubs with lids
· Foil, plastic or tin lids and trays 
· Cups and teapot set for domestic play

· Sand wheels, pulleys, cranes

· Small world figures, animals, sea creatures, fish, dinosaurs
· Small world houses, blocks, tunnels, road ways, fences, trees, coloured cellophane, plastic mirror
· Cars and trucks, dumpers and tippers

· Small paper/cloth bags and sacks

· Clip boards, pens, white boards, labels and signs

· ‘Bones’ made from plastic, polystyrene, baked dough

· ‘Fossils’ made by pressing things in plasticene/clay
· Shelf or table space near by to store creations or to work alongside the sand tray
· Materials to add to sand such as perfumed oils, paint, glue, food colouring, glitter, sawdust, salt and beads
· 2d and 3d shapes

· Tools to get things out – tweezers, colanders, netting, tea strainers, chop sticks, holey spoons, tongs and magnets

· For sand art – fine silver sand, spoons, scoops, brushes, perfumed oils, paint, glue, food colouring, glitter, salt, sawdust

· Tape measures, rulers, number cards and lines, numbered containers
· Note books, clip boards for recording

· Camera, CD player

· Relevant non-fiction and fiction books related to current theme

· Dust pan and brush, broom 

	

	Construction and Small World
	· Wooden blocks, planks and bricks

· Duplo, lego, mobilo, meccano, polydron, etc…
· Gears, wheels, nuts, bolts

· Cardboard boxes and tubes of varying shapes and sizes

· Corrugated card and bubble wrap
· Packaging and recycled materials 

· Crates, buckets, guttering, piping

· Train track, engines, carriages, buildings

· Cars, trains, aeroplanes, bikes, lorries, vans, boats
· Road mats, floor space/large mats for laying out markings, tuff spot (builder’s tray) 

· Bee bots and remote controlled vehicles
· Straws, string, cord

· Tape, scissors, glue sticks, treasury tags, split pins, pipe cleaners
· Play tools in tool kit with note book, instruction cards

· Maps, plans of buildings, guide books, aerial photos 

· Pictures and photos of buildings , bridges, motorways, gardens
· Map books, ‘Haynes’ car manuals, non-fiction texts about constructions, cars, trains, bridges, buildings, gardens
· Directories and catalogues from DIY stores, garden centres, tool hire, car show rooms

· Tape measures and rulers, calculator, mobile telephone
· Telephone with phone directory and appointment pads 
· ‘Calling/business’ cards from trades people

· Clip boards, A5 and A4 size, note books, files

· PC and Internet access
· Camera

· Wood work bench; selection of wood, nails, hammer, drills, saws, screwdrivers, pincers, sand paper, vice, wooden discs, doweling and chop sticks
· Doll’s house, furniture and people

· Garage with cars of correct scale

· Farm buildings and animals, fencing, trees, fields 

· Building site figures with trucks, diggers
· Zoo animals, mini-beasts, dinosaurs, fish and water creatures, woodland creatures, arctic animals, pets
· Fairytale and story characters, variety of small world people of reflecting the lifestyles and cultures of all your children, figures dressed for their different professions  

· Access to materials to add to small world play- sand, soil, leaves and vegetation, gravel, water, material, acetate, foil, flour
· Space to leave ‘work in progress’ to be finished later

· Space to celebrate and store finished constructions and arrangements 
· Washing line for children to peg up their designs, photos, plans, maps and computer print outs (of their designs, drawings, web-based research, etc) 

	

	Exploration and Discovery themes 
	· Light and shadow
· Magnets 

· Textures

· Mini-beasts

· Seeds, plants, growing, fruit and vegetables

· Ourselves 
· Making food or drinks

These resources could be stored in boxes and used to link to a current theme or the children’s specific interests. 
For example a Light and Shadow box could contain;
· A pop up ‘dark den’ tent or homemade shelter

· Big sheets of white paper to make shadows on

· Torches, spotlight, bedside light

· Colour paddles and coloured acetate

· Object to make shadows

· Kaleidoscopes, binoculars

· Lenses, mirrors (convex and concave) reflectors, prisms

· An overhead projector

· Camera

· Paper and pens to draw around shadows

· Large sheets and pens or chalk on ground for outdoor shadows.

	

	
	Imagination and Creativity

	

	Movement and dance
	· Pom-poms, hoops

· Ribbons, ribbon sticks, scarves and lengths of fabric

· Bubbles, balloons and large feathers

· Dancing pole such as a home-made ‘Maypole’
· Ankle and wrist bells

· Rain sticks 

· Instruments such as triangles, hand drums, maracas and castanets

· Range of music on CD , portable player

· Raised/ stage area – large wooden  pallets 

· Curtains, washing line and pegs

· Boxes and trolleys for storage

· Wooden pallets, milk or bread crates and carpet tiles


	

	Collage and Modelling

	· Aprons or old shirts
· Access to a variety of paper and card of different sizes, textures and colours
· Reclaimed boxes, tubes, containers, tops and lids, paper plates

· Magazines and catalogues, old cards

· Glue sticks, PVA glue with spreaders or brushes

· Sellotape, double sided tape, masking tape, paper fastenings, paper clips, string

· Scissors, hole punch, stapler, rulers, tape measures
· Access to paint, pencils, crayons, markers, pastels, charcoal (see Painting and Drawing resources) 
· Fabric, ribbon, wool, lace, pipe cleaners, art straws
· Paper - tissue, crepe, squared, gummed, sugar, textured, patterned, doilies 

· Foil, glitter, sequins, buttons, gems, beads
· Natural materials – gravel, sand, leaves, twigs, dried flowers, seeds, wood shavings

· Pasta, cork, feathers, lolly sticks, sponge
· Modroc, papier mache, clay, play/salt dough (see Malleable play)
· Wood-work bench (see construction resources)

· Washing line/display area to hang finished creations

· Tags or post-it to record information or label creations

· ‘Work in progress’ space 

· Books and photos about current theme to inspire and support ideas


	

	Painting, Printing and Drawing 
	· Aprons or old shirts
· Access to a variety of paper and card of different sizes, textures and colours

· Pads, labels, tags, post-its, notebooks, scrap books, files

· Paint - powder, block, ready mixed and  watercolour sets

· Marbling and printing inks 

· Palettes, trays and water pots

· Variety of plain and textured rollers
· Objects to print – leaves, string, sponges, feathers, scrunched paper or cloth

· Toy car tyres and marbles (for rolling through paint)
· Polystyrene, lino

· Marking tools for printing
· Range of different size and shape brushes

· Cotton wool buds, pipettes, twigs, feathers for mark making or painting
· Soft and hard drawing pencils, charcoal, black fibre tip pens

· Pencil crayons, crayons, markers, pastels, felt pens, water colour pencils, chalks
· Visual display/ photos to demonstrate methods, eg  how to mix powder paints 

· Washing line/display area to hang finished creations

· Tags or post-it to record information or label creations

· ‘Work in progress’ space 

· Books and photos about current theme to inspire and support ideas

· Images of artist’s work


	

	Sound and music making
	· Wooden and metal beaters, spoons, brushes and sticks

· Baskets of instruments

· Rain-makers

· Home-made instruments

· Natural materials for shaking – pebbles, seeds, stones in different containers 

· Bamboo, coconut shells

· Metal trays
· Photos/pictures/books to stimulate emotions, thoughts feelings or ideas

· Photos/pictures/books of instruments or people in orchestras/ bands/ dancing/ singing

· Photos of children/ adults using instruments

· CDs and CD player

· Tapes and tape recorder or other recording devices 

· Scarves and ribbons

· Paper and note pads, pencils or pens to record or illustrate
· Examples of notation, musical scores, sheet music

· Related story and non-fiction books

	

	Role Play
	· Office,  doctor’s surgery/clinic, theatre/cinema, library, garden centre, supermarket, shop, café, fast food outlet, bus, garage, carwash, DIY store, woodland cave, pet-shop, vets, travel agents, bedroom, etc…
· Fantasy/imaginative role-play themes -Fairytale castle, superhero HQ, moonscape, dark and mysterious den, under the sea, etc…
· Story or fairytale related books
An office role-play could contain;
· Desk, lamp, wheelie chair, radio, pot plant, photo in frame, desk ‘toys’, rubbish bin

· Trays to contain a range of items/stable water pots for storage/desk tidy
· Filing trays, concertina file box

· Hole punch, stapler and staples, tape dispenser, paper clips, glue sticks, blu tack, string
· Scissors (RH and LH), sharpeners, calculator, ruler, rubbers, 

· Stampers, date stamps and ink pad

· Racks of paper, polythene wallets, envelopes, folders
· Clip boards, white board and pen, notice board

· Stamps, credit cards, cash box with money
· Note books, diaries, exercise books, list pads, Post-it pads, postcards, address books, invoice/receipt/order pads or books, calendars, year planner, school registers

· Pencils, pens (girl and boy-style)

· Telephone directory, dictionary, catalogues with office materials/furniture 

· Junk mail, adverts, leaflets, taxi cards, business cards, paying in slips, made cheque books

· Laptop/pc printer, keyboard, fax machine, shredder, telephone, mobile phone

· Notices/signs

· Word board- ‘Happy Birthday’, ‘Love from’, ‘mummy’, ‘daddy’ etc

· Images of men at work in an office (some could be famous)


	

	Home Corner
	Themes to enhance your continuous provision in the Home Corner

· Babies-Dolls, dolls clothes, bedding, furniture, pushchairs, cot, high chair, bath, flannels, towels, nappies, bottles, etc…
· Cleaning and laundry

· Birthday party

· Pets- animals, dog bed, lead, pet food, etc…
· Picnic

· Holiday 

· Cooking

· Celebrating festivals for example, Christmas and Easter
Enhance with a telephone, with a pad and pen, note books, mobile phone, directories, Argos catalogue, magazines, TV listings, diary, address book, computer or laptop, etc...

	

	Small World

Play
	· Train track, engines, carriages, buildings

· Cars, trains, aeroplanes, bikes, lorries, vans, boats

· Road mats, floor space/large mats for laying out markings, tuff spot (builder’s tray) 

· Bee bots and remote controlled vehicles

· Dolls house, furniture and people

· Garage with cars of correct scale

· Farm buildings and animals, fencing, trees, fields 

· Building site figures with trucks, diggers

· Zoo animals, mini-beasts, dinosaurs, fish and water creatures, woodland creatures, arctic animals, pets, 

· Fairytale and story characters, variety of small world people of reflecting the lifestyles and cultures of all your children, figures dressed for their different professions  

· Access to materials to add to small world play- sand, soil, leaves and vegetation, gravel, water, material, acetate, foil, flour

· Space to leave ‘work in progress’ to be finished later

· Space to celebrate and store finished arrangements 

(see links with construction above)

	

	
	Reflection, Listening and Reading


	

	Cosy corner/den
	· A quiet, cosy and comfortable area, which is least likely to be disturbed
· Flooring – rugs and blankets, duvet covers, cushions, plastic beanbags, carpet squares

· Netting and voile to provide a ceiling/ help enclose
· Fairy lights, glow lamps, fibrotic lamps, bubble tubes
· Comfortable fabrics and blankets for children to cocoon themselves

· Provide calming, multi-sensory experiences by providing minimal quality resources which explore sound, colour, smell and touch

· Natural scented objects, such as pine cones, dried orange slices

· Tactile objects, such as smooth pebbles, soap stone objects, spiky delicate seed heads, shiny jewels, small mirrors
· Atmospheric and relaxing music

· Persona dolls or animals

· Books where positive and special experiences at setting or home are shared through photos and comments

· Books related to the current theme or children’s interests and those which explore emotions

	

	Listening and Reading Space
(this could be within Key Group Carpet space)
	· A quiet, cosy carpeted area or space with a large rug

· Cushions, snuggle rugs, carpet tiles
· Photos of children and their families, in frames or displayed at the child’s height

· Key person basket filled with items related to current theme or the children’s interests, interesting or unusual objects to provoke awe and wonder, interest and discussion

· Key person display, at child’s height

· Access to children’s special books or learning journeys

· Glove and finger puppets
· Puppet show frame or space with curtain

· Persona dolls

· Books which are stored in a way so children see the covers of books and want to open them 

· Books appropriate to the interests of the current group of children, the current theme, photo books of children’s experiences

· A selection of good quality fiction books, in good condition, appropriate to the age to the children and  books which they enjoy having read to them
· Story sacks and props for stories in baskets

· White board/display space

· CD/tape machine for listening to stories with the corresponding books
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