

The purpose of the speaking and listening audit is for the early years foundation stage team to evaluate and review the provision they currently offer young children.  The audit is not exhaustive and can be used in conjunction with other audits that promote speaking and listening skills. 

It is important that the whole team are involved in completing the audit.  This ensures that the team collectively review and evaluate current practices and provision and are able to discuss the impact on children’s speaking and listening skills.  

The audit also aims to support practitioners in identifying ways to move forward with their current practices and therefore to action plan on a short term, medium term and long term basis. 

Setting:                                                                                          Date:

	
	Focusing
	Developing
	Enabling
	Enhancing

	   ENVIRONMENT  
	A structured play area is available for children.  The area can be used at certain times of the day.  

There is some observation of children’s interactions and use of vocabulary in the area.  This is not recorded.


	A quality structured play area is available for children and can be accessed throughout the day.  Resources are of good quality and represent the children’s knowledge and understanding.

The area is regularly maintained.

There is some access to an outdoor structured play area
Observations are sometimes recorded and are added to the child’s records. 
	The children have had a visit/ story about the new role play area and have decided on resources to go in the area.  A quality indoor structured play area has been set up with the children with additional resources added over time. 

There is an outdoor structured play area
Children know how to look after the area.

Children regularly use the area and adults plan time to model and support speaking and listening skills in the area.  Observations of children’s independent play inform the level of adult support needed. 


	There is an indoor and outdoor structured play area.  Children have decided on the resources for the area and have helped the practitioner to set it up.   Adults regularly plan time to model and support speaking and listening skills in the area.   Additional resources are planned for and the resources are used to enhance play. 

Children take the lead in initiating structured play opportunities.

Practitioners use observation and parallel play techniques to support the development of speaking and listening skills in the structured play area and small world play area. 

Observations of child initiated play and learning inform the development of speaking and listening skills and next steps. 

Sustained shared thinking is firmly embedded in the routines of the day in all areas of learning, inside and outside.  

Children’s achievements and progress in the development of their speaking and listening skills are recorded and well documented.



	
	Children play with small world equipment.  The equipment can be used at certain times of the day.  Adults decide what resources to put out on a daily basis.

There is some observation of children’s interactions and use of vocabulary in the area.  This is not recorded.
	A quality small world area is available for the children and can be accessed throughout the day.  Resources are clearly labelled, are of good quality and are accessible to the children.  

The area is regularly maintained.

Observations are sometimes recorded and are added to the child’s records.


	The small world area is enhanced with resources that support planned learning and children’s interests.  Small world resources are in other areas of learning such as the water area, construction area. 

Children know how to look after the area.

Children regularly use the area and adults plan time to model and support speaking and listening skills in the area.  Observations of children’s independent play inform the level of adult support needed.


	

	
	A listening area is available for the children.  The area can be used at certain times of the day.  Adults decide what resources to put out on a daily basis

There is some observation of children’s interactions and use of vocabulary in the area.  This is not recorded. 
	A quality listening area is available for the children and can be accessed throughout the day- accessible resources (such as story books, tapes, songs, rhymes), quality space/ seating.  

The area is regularly maintained.

Observations are sometimes recorded and are added to the child’s records.
	The listening area is enhanced with treasure baskets, props, musical instruments, songs/ rhymes, puppets, sound games.   Children have similar opportunities in the outdoor environment.

Children know how to look after the area.

Children regularly use the area and adults plan time to model and support speaking and listening skills in the area.  Observations of children’s independent play inform the level of adult support needed.


	

	TALKING

 & LISTENING
	Occasionally there are planned opportunities for talking and listening.

Most of the adult talk is of a supervisory nature - telling children what to do, when to do it.


	There are some planned opportunities for talking and listening and these occur at group times. 

Planned opportunities give children experience of listening and talking about sounds that are environmental, instrumental, body percussion and voice sounds. 


	Children experience regular, planned opportunities to listen carefully and to talk about what they hear- during group time, focus activities/ target activities and through the routines of the day.   

Planned opportunities give children experience of listening and talking about sounds that are environmental, instrumental, body percussion, rhythm and rhyme, alliterative and voice sounds.  When at the right developmental stage, children are encouraged to orally segment and blend. 
	Planned opportunities for talking and listening happen anytime, anywhere, inside and outside.   Planned opportunities are interactive, involve lots of physical movement and motivate the children.

Children explore and apply their learning in all areas of the environment.  Observations of children’s independent learning take place using agreed procedures- informal notes, photographs, video footage, Dictaphone recordings.

	INTERACTIONS
	Occasionally time is given for children to talk to adults..

Adults make some eye contact and sometimes get down to the child’s level.
	Adults and children have some conversations.

Children talk amongst themselves.  Occasionally attention is given by adults to extend the children’s conversations. 

Adults make eye contact and always get down to the child’s level when they are talking to the child.
	Adults create one-to-one opportunities to talk with children, using open-ended questions to encourage them to talk more.

When needed, adults use language that is accessible to the children to help them understand.

Adults model the use of correct words/ sentences without expecting the child to repeat it.


	Adults extend children’s language by: 

· extending simple sentences  

· expanding and developing vocabulary.

· using descriptive commentary to extend children’s language.
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