Suggested Provision for the Early Years Outdoor Learning Environment

Here is a list of some of the many resources which can be accessed by children and practitioners in the outdoor learning environment. These suggestions may support settings that want to add to existing provision. This list includes both examples of Continuous and Enhanced Provision.
	Continuous Provision

Carefully chosen and organised quality resources placed in areas which are always available for children to access independently across every area of learning inside and outside

	Enhanced Provision

Carefully chosen resources, photos and artefacts that can be added to areas of continuous provision to develop the theme/topic and respond to children’s interests  



	Imaginative Play
· Mark-making materials
· clipboards/paper/pens 
· telephone

· computer keyboard

· till/money
· fiction/non-fiction books – linked to role-play (change on a regular basis)

· pop-up tents/tunnels

· “A” frames with fabric

· wheeled toys linked to role-play

	Example - A Garden Centre

· plant pots

· seeds in packets

· gardening gloves

· gardening tools

· aprons

· related books/magazines

· plants

· class made flowers

· compost

· pictures of plants

Example – A Garage
· numbered parking bays
· car wash/air pump
· numbered petrol pumps
· plastic petrol cans
· car number plates
· items to sell in mini shop (papers, milk, sweets)
· maps
Other suggestions for themed role-play areas include: an airport, café/restaurant, building site, pizza delivery service, teddy bears picnic, railway station, garage, barbecue, fruit/vegetable market, ice cream van/shop and a seaside scene. 

 

	Discovery and Investigation Area
· sensory area – fragrant plants and shrubs

· wild flower area

· willow tunnels, logs, large rocks, tree stumps
· natural materials – fir cones, pebbles, shells, bulbs, seeds, plants, conkers
· different materials – bark, gravel, compost, mud 

· magnifiers
· bird table

· rain gauge

· parachute

· wellington boots

· digital cameras

· bug collectors

· non-fiction books

· mark-making resources

· good, quality pictures that could stimulate talk opportunities 
· programmable toys


	Topic Boxes linked to current theme            or events, for  example:
· light – torches, kaleidoscopes, colour paddles, binoculars, prisms, lenses, mirrors, reflectors,  
· windy/rainy/snowy/hot weather boxes

· open-ended questions on laminated cards

· key words on laminated cards
· non-fiction books linked to themes
· metal detectors

· walkie-talkies
· dens

· plastic tenting/tunnels

· bug collectors

· grow bags.


	Creative/Messy Area
· ready mixed/powder paint
· palettes

· paint/water pots

· assorted decorating brushes of different sizes, tooth brushes, sponges and rollers
· easels
· wax crayons

· assorted marker pens, pencils, wax crayons and playground chalks
· paper/card in assorted colours and sizes
· flat plastic trays, shallow containers, metal trays
· drying rack

· plastic coated table coverings/newspaper

· trolley containing string, lolly sticks, wools, fabrics, feathers, ribbons, sequins, buttons, beads, sand, twigs and other natural materials

· scissors for left and right handed users/ different types of glue, sellotape

· modelling equipment and tools

· dough, clay, wet/dry sand, plasticine, cutters, rollers and objects for printing
· woodwork bench, selection of wood, nails of different sizes, hammer, hand drills, saws, screwdrivers, pincers, sand paper, vice

· cardboard, circles, lids, cork
· non-fiction books


	· charcoal

· resources for paper marbling 

· pastels

· straw
· glitters/sequins

· bubble-making resources

· examples of different art styles
· long strips of paper for large scale painting
· ribbons for fence weaving

· pictures, photographs, books relating to your theme

· spices, grit, pasta

· natural flavourings and colourings

· combs, shells, seed pots, play people, plants

· wallpaper

· wallpaper paste

· pasting table

· variety of objects for activities- printing blocks/shapes, string, cotton reels, lids, leaves, fruit/vegetables, hands/feet
· variety of fabrics



	Small World Play
· farm animals
· zoo animals

· dinosaurs

· cars, lorries, vans and tractors

· wooden/plastic buildings

· small people representing a range a range of ages and ethnicity

· boats, aeroplanes and trains

· trees, plastic pondweed and imitation plants

· Playmobil

· Mark- making equipment

· small/large plastic trays 

· cardboard boxes

· clipboards and pens

	· maps, pictures and planning cards

· aerial photos

· road mat/or map squares

· card shapes different sized and shaped (corrugated is strong)

· box of transport themed books

· selection of different sized boxes (small)

· dolls’ accessories

· puppets

· garage

· train track

· dolls’ house



	Mark-Making Area
· pencils/pens
· crayons: wax/plastic/chunky/pencils/playground chalks
· treasury tags/paper clips
· hole punch/stapler
· glue/sellotape
· paper/card: lined/plain different sizes and colours
· envelopes of various sizes

· postcards 

· box of plastic letters

· white boards and pens

· stencils

· scissors

· display place for finished items

· alphabet chart painted on wall or floor
· clipboards + pens

· computer + printer
· scarves/ribbons

· magnetic board


	· materials for card making

· example cards

· specially shaped mini books (could be theme related e.g. cars/dinosaurs/castles/balloons)

· container with name card for each child

· alphabet books

· post box

· stamps and ink

· celebration cards

· Post- it notes

· calendars and diaries 

· address books

· wall mounted whiteboard

· wall mounted blackboard

· easels

· large paintbrushes

· squirty bottles



	Sound and Music Area
· books

· mark- making equipment

· baskets of instruments or store them on ‘shadowed’ outlines for matching/ tidying up

· a range of sound-makers  (wooden/metal/plastic)
· rain makers

· sets of things to tap/or blow/or shake/or scrape

· home-made instruments

· listening activities

· tapes/cds

· music player


	· regularly change selection of instruments or add just one new one each week

· stimulus pictures (e.g. photos of the children themselves) showing movement/dancing/singing/ performing/improvising/imitating and imagining

· pictures made by the children when listening to music

· taped songs 
· scarves and ribbons 



	Sand/Water Area
· large/small trays
· tools – spades, scoops, rakes 
· buckets/bowls/jugs
· sieves/colanders
· bottles

· aprons

· sand/water wheels
· dustpan and brush
· mop and bucket
· water butt
· outside tap
· big paint brushes

· watering cans

· drainpipes/guttering


	· stimulus pictures and cards

· open-ended question prompt cards

· key vocabulary cards

· natural materials – pebbles, stones, wood, shells
· found materials - sponges
· sea creatures

· vehicles, play people and boats
· glitter, sequins, jewels, pasta, gravel, paper

· bubbles, foam, colouring, soap
· ice cube trays/moulds
· hosepipes/sprays

· dolls – washing activities, pegs

· different objects for floating/sinking

· fishing games

· coloured sands

· paddling pools


	Problem Solving, Reasoning and Numeracy Opportunities
· baskets of items to sort, classify, order and count, for example: shiny pebbles, fir cones, shells, play people, small dinosaurs, small vehicles, mini-beasts, buttons, cotton reels, feathers

· number cards

· number line

· dice –colours, spots, numerals

· calculators

· abacus

· box of shapes

· boxes of small cubes

· beads and laces

· magnetic shapes and numbers

· ribbons of differing lengths

· rulers/tape measures
· timers

· balances and scales

· graded containers

· number line painted on ground

· cards with words of counting poem or song

· laminated pictures, for example, frogs, spacemen etc

· photos of numbers  in the world around, for example

      buses, houses, post boxes,                              lottery tickets, telephones, petrol    stations, tills, clocks, phone numbers, barcodes, road signs, birthday cards, packaging, digital numerals on cookers etc…

	· add in new items for counting (theme-related–leaves, flower pots, wooden eggs)

· counting book and props (puppets)

· clocks

· track games/board, card and dice games, puzzles

· shape and colour matching activities

· dominoes

· lotto games: pictures, shapes, photos

· large foam dice

· money

· skittles

· large scale games



	Books and Listening Area
Books sorted and displayed by type, for example:
· story books

· picture books

· lift the flap books

· texture books

· sound maker books

· reference books – linked to themes

· big books

· bi-lingual books

· number books

· story tapes

· poetry and rhymes

· storyboard

· cushions/chairs

· home loan books

· listening centre

· tape or CD player

· headphones

· cushions and/or rug

· class-made books


	·  books and related props linked to current theme set out as feature display.

· photographs

· book of the week and props for example puppets/picture (character cards/setting cards)  key word cards

· open-ended question prompt cards.



	Construction Area
· Lego/Duplo
· Mobilo

· bricks – plastic, foam, soft, wooden
· Meccano

· cardboard boxes/junk
· Polydron

· straws

· gears

· small-scale wooden planks

· construction kits - cogs, wheels, nuts and bolts

· play tools  
· train track

· fake grass

· clipboards, paper and mark-making tools

· rulers

· fasteners: treasury tags, split pins, pipe cleaners

· glue/spreaders, glue sticks
· roads marked out on ground


	· maps and plans 

· pictures/photographs  

· tape measures
· books

· wallpaper paste

· small world objects – play people, animals etc

· play mats

· wooden planks

· hard hats
· fluorescent safety jackets

· tools (under supervision)

· sit-in sand tray

· large scale wooden blocks
· crates

· cardboard tubing

· packaging and large cardboard boxes

· trolleys

· wheelbarrows

· tyres



	ICT Opportunities
· computer/printer
· keyboard
· mat
· mouse
· printer
· CD Rom
· discs
· interactive white board
· internet access
· digital camera
· tape recorder
· calculators
· telephones

	· remote control toys including Beebots and Roamer

· walkie-talkies 
· pretend electronics – toys

· metal detector

	Malleable Area
· aprons
· different types of dough

· cutters/rollers including textured rollers
· bun trays/cake tins

· modelling tools

	· different coloured clay

· colourings and resources to add textures to dough

· gloop (cornflour/water)

· natural resources to make patterns – combs, shells

· wet peat
· potting compost



	Physical Opportunities
· “A” frames
· climbing equipment – planks, ladders, slides

· obstacle courses

· wheeled toys, ideally those that encourage co-operation

· small equipment – bats, balls, skittles, quoits 

· range of balls

· skipping ropes

· barrels and tunnels


	· basketball hoops

· football goal posts

· obstacle course


