
Transitions and continuity 
 

n �   Children may move between several different settings in 
the course of a day, a week, a month or a year.

n �   Children�s social, emotional and educational needs are 
central to any transition between one setting and another 
or within one setting.

n �   Some children and their parents will �nd transition times 
stressful while others will enjoy the experience.

n �   Effective communication between settings is key to 
ensuring that children�s needs are met and there is 
continuity in their learning.

Enabling Environments

Multi-agency working 
 

n �   In order to achieve the Every Child Matters outcomes 
for children � being healthy, staying safe, enjoying and 
achieving, making a positive contribution and achieving 
economic well-being � practitioners need to work 
together across services.

n �  This may involve, for example, working with home visitors, 
outreach workers, health or social care professionals, 
ethnic minority achievement service staff, librarians or 
local artists.

n �  To best support children and their families all these groups 
need to communicate well, listen carefully to all concerned 
and to put the children�s needs �rst.
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Working in partnership with other  
settings, other professionals and  
with individuals and groups in the  
community supports children’s 
development and progress  
towards the outcomes of  
Every Child Matters: being  
healthy; staying safe;  
enjoying and achieving;  
making a positive contribution  
and economic well-being.

EVeRY CHILD MATTeRS    �   StAY SAFe    �    Be HeALthY    �    ENJOY AND AChIeVe    �    MAKe A POsItIVe CONtRIbUtION    �    AChIeVe ECONOmIC WeLL-BeING

The Wider Context

The community  
 

n �  Every setting is part of its community even though not all 
the children may live in the surrounding neighbourhood.

n �  The local community may contain many different racial, 
cultural or religious groups. Even if it doesn�t, there will be 
children and adults of various ages with different views, 
beliefs and backgrounds using the setting.

n �  When the setting values the local community it can 
encourage the different community groups to work 
together for the bene�t of all.




